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he wishes me to state the following premiss : I am some one of th:
things which I fwmerly believed myself to be, or : I am thafri^hich
J formerly believed myself to be1. Shortly afterwards, for *fche
purpose of inquiring whether I am a body, he wants me to premise
this wonderful proposition : / was right formerly in my judgment
about what pertains to the body, or: Nothing belongs to the body save
what I formerly understood to belong to it2. For statements which
are manifestly contrary to reason, are designed to provoke laughter.
It is manifest that I could have asked with quite useful results
what I had formerly believed myself to be, and whether I was a
body, although I did not know whether I was any of the things
that I had formerly believed myself to be, and although my opinion
had not been correct, in order that I might examine that very
question by the help of what I was then going to perceive for the
first time; and, if nothing else, I should at least discover that in
that direction no further progress was possible.

My critic again plays his part excellently in his tale about the
rustic. But in this there is nothing more ridiculous than the fact
that, when he thinks that it is an application of my words, it applies
only to his own position. For directly afterwards he finds fault
with me for not presupposing this dictum : / was right formerly
in my judgment about what pertains to the body, or: Nothing
pertains to the body save what I formerly understood to belong to it.
But now he takes this very statement about the omission of which
by me he complains, and which is wholly evolved from his own.
imagination, and criticizes it as though it were mine, likening it to
the absurd reasoning of the rustic in his fable. But nowhere,
because I presuppose that my former judgment about the nature of
body was correct, have I denied that the thing which thinks is a
body; it was because I used the term body to signify only a thing
of which I had sufficient koowledge, to wit, extended substance,
and I recognised that what thinks is distinct from this.

The jeux $ esprit which have already appeared rather often and are
found here, e.g. you say, 'I think,' I deny it, you are dreaming*, etc.
4It is certain] you add, land evident* I deny it, you are dreaming ;
it merely seems, or appears to be so, it is not really certain4, etc.,
are in this respect at least funny, that if the arguments were
intended to be serious, they would be so silly. But lest beginners
should chance to go wrong here, and think that to one who doubts
whether he is awake or dreaming nothing else can be certain and
1 Cf. p. 294.              2 Ibid.             * Cf. p. 296.               4 Ibid.